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Synopsis

An updated edition of the concise version of the best-selling introduction to archaeology. This new
brief version of the best-selling textbook was carefully rewritten to provide a readable and compact
introduction to archaeology for those new to the field. No other book of this length can match its
range of essential information and explanation. The vocabulary and the use of technical terms have
been carefully reviewed. The amount of detail has been considerably reduced, and coverage of
difficult or cutting-edge topics is made more accessible for students in courses that treat such
subjects briefly. In particular, the coverage of archaeological theory and science has been
substantially rewritten to provide a convenient overview without overwhelming the student. 220
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Customer Reviews

Colin Renfrew is Disney Professor Emeritus of Archaeology and former Director of theA McDonald
Institute for Archaeological Research at the University of Cambridge. He is theA author and editor of
many books, including Before Civilization, Archaeology and Language, andA Prehistory and
coeditor (with Paul Bahn) of The Cambridge World Prehistory. He is a fellow ofA the British
Academy and a life peer in the House of Lords.Paul Bahn is co-author of Thames & Hudson’s
hugely influential and bestselling textbook Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice, and has
also published a variety of popular books, including Easter Island: Earth Island (with John Flenley),
Mammoths: Giants of the Ice Age (with Adrian Lister), and Images of the Ice Age, widely regarded

as the standard introduction to cave art.



Used this for an intermediate archaeology course, but am reviewing this a few semesters later as
my study in the field has deepened. This is a great intro book, and covers a lot of content, but on a
fairly superficial level. This would be great for an enthusiast, or non-anthro major, but would prove to
be fairly redundant for anyone past the intermediate stage. We as a class ended up ditching the
book half way through the semester.Of course, your courses might be different, but all of the

information that could possibly covered in your course can be found online with more detail.

| rented this textbook as a optional resource for a Coursera class on Archeology and it was a great
investment for a novice, such as myself. I'll definitely be exercising the option to purchase the book
at the end of my rental. It's easy to understand, while not being condescending. Great starter

reference!

This text is a brilliant overview of archaeology, including excavation methods, dating techniques, the
development of archaeology and much much more. A must for those interested in archaeology,
those beginning their study in archaeology, and even for amateur archaeologists. Well written and
thought provoking, this is so much better than those dry dusty old text books. | read the whole thing

right through, and enjoyed it thoroughly.

Bare bones, but yet inclusive of needed facts. | read it through from start to finish, almost as if it

were a novel. The photos and insets do it justice.

| purchased this textbook to use with a MOOC as recommended reading. Textbooks are more
difficult to read than fiction or most types of non-fiction, this book is no different. While it is chock full
of info, it is a drudge to get through. Better used as a reference book than casual reading.

If you're taking or teaching an Archaeology class, this book is the way to go. It was easy to read,
well-organized, and easy to locate important information. Great resource for any beginning
archaeologist.

Great product and received great service.

Shipped right away and was just as described!
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